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^Autopsy Doctor Says Films 'Baclk^ai$^ 

*. ’ By PETER KIHSS clearly, he ^id, the accu- .**not trained In medicine," he placed iirihe 


By PETER KIHSS 
X-rays and photographs taken 
during the autopsy of President 
Kennedy verify the location of 
a disputed wo^nd at the base 
of the back of his neck. But by 
themselves they cannot end the; 
argument over a bullet's 
through his body. 

This yras the opi^^lon yester- 
day of one autopsy surgeon, 
who has seen the X-rays and 
photographs, which were put 
into the Nation^ Archives Oct. 
31;' It is also the private opinion 
of' two investigators for the 
Warren Commission. 

In a telephone Interview from 
Bethesda, Md., Dr. J. Thornton 
Boswell, a retired Navy com- 
mander now in priaete medical 
pcaciice, said he and the chief 
autopsy pathologist, Capt. 
Jam^ J. Humes, agree the pic- 
tures cannot prove the so-called 
single-bullet theory. 

- Single-Bullet Theory 

T^ls theory holds that one 
bullet pierced the back base of 
the President’s neck, passed 
through and emerged at the 
lower left part of his tic knot 
and. then wounded Gov. John B. 
Connally Jr. of Texas, in the 
back, chest, wrist and thigh. 


ho^ clearly, he wid, the accu 
rac^ of the autopsy report and 
of autopsy sturgeon's testl- 
nj^ p to the foca^W of the 
wounds 

jr’Error In Hasty* Diagram 


id the; ^^^as his diagram, Comd^s- 
•patWj^M Exhibit 397, Dr.. BoswfeU 

^^ld;Mthat critics of $,JJi 

ck)0idfislon haVe cited in 
In^ l^t the lyound was ,£a 
do^.V^e back. He,,;wld 
IWs^J'Work sheet." l&de 
ing autopsy, ,had a ^'dlat 
error"^a dot that plairtd 
wound incorrectly.. But he said 
the, notes he wrote on the .di- 
gram did locate it accurately: 

^ The tracing of the bullet’s 
i^th must still depend on m^i- 
cal interpretation because 


it 

went through ^ft tissues and 
muscles. Dr. Boswell said. The.se 
were bruised, he said, but the 
pictures do not conclusively 
show the path. 

Dr. Boswell said of the dia- 
gram: 

'This was unfortunate. If I 
had known at the time that this 
sketch would become public 
record, I would haVe been more 
caxeful. It was strictly a work 
sheet, the same as rough work- 
ing notes. You could see that 
by looking at it.' It was very 
dirty. 

"Its sole purpose was to in- 


T^e Warren report .said toere plicate for the autopsy doctors 


was "persuasive evidence" for 
the single bullet theory "al- 
thouglL It is not necessary to 
any e»ntial findings." 

TheConunission held that Lee 
Harvey Oswald alone assassi- 
nated the President, firing three 
:shot Injess than eight seconds, 
ihc|uding,one probable miss. If 
the' Prudent and Governor 
were WQimdcfd separately, ques- 
tions of aiming and the possU^d. 
biilfy that there were two rifles^ 
ha^r beerf raised by critics. 

|Dr. Bd^ell said yesterday he 


Hght, left, front, back-^th|ugs 
that The pfai^tographs 
were to provide th^e^ot visual 
description." 

'Absolutely No Doubt* 

, Autopsy surgeons have "ab- 
ijplutely no doubt in our minds 
Jmw" that a single bullet hit 
noth President Kennedy and 
(governor Connally, Dr. Boswell 


Dr. Boswell said Federal Bu- 
-u .of Investigation reports 

. . .rr • ^ critics were "simply 

for the wrong." The FD.I. agents pre- 
first - Time I:ist, Nov. l. Thcylspnt during the autopsy were 


."not trained In medicine,' 
said. 

F3.Z. spok^sihto haVe^ifsaid 
the agents' reports cqv^red dls- 
ciibsions that loBk ^1^ during 
the 



I'Ihe sports did 
i the final'* 'Wiitopsy 
report, the- bureau "sald.-^ 

tie 4wi[geons. 
after having spoiw,ia|heT next 
hionUpg , ^th .a Dallas ^^^tal 

hole in the throat, which hid 
obliterated 
gunqr jQpermaiu. 

: ^ The Warrap, Cbm 
Uah^. "*scpematic 
done .b;- 
trator 

ments ,ati(i:v< 
given 

geons Jitn pefoi 
called to t^tify.. 

Downward Path Shown 

The drawings Include Com- 
mission Exhibit 386, which 
shows the downward path the 
bullet is thought to have taken 
through the President’s neck, 
and they remain "sufficient to 
illustrate the finding," Dr. Bos 
well said yesterday. . 

Dr. Boswell noted that his 
diagram, which differs from 
Exhibit 385, included his hand- 
written notes of the speclflq 
measui-ements. ‘These fixed toe 
disputed wound at 14 centi- 
meters, or 544' Inches, from', the 
right acromion process, the tip 
of the right Moulder joint, and 
14 centimeters belo,w the tlp^of 
the right mastoid process, th^ 
bony point Immediately behind 
the ear. 

Hole Below Shouldeni 

In his- book "Inquest," Ed- 
ward Jay Epstein had. cited the 
diagram as Indicating a wound 
higher in front than in backi 
In his first Viking , B*ress , edi- 
tion, Mr. Epstein gave the. text 
of an F.B.I. summary report. 



placed bribe nal 
which ssSd pH “ 

the President I 'iJusti'bekB# 
shoulder.A^ci:, • !• - jO 
In a IqteWto Bantam 
Mr. Epstein, added . 
r^prt that sjiUd Dr. Hi 
cated during * the ' autt 
apjjkrent buUi^ hble 
shoulders." 

eiid^f 1 thb dpehing^ofkk! 
be;^t. with the ftege^aitfiJftr. 
Hivapqi had : offered i^^ppi^n 
that ^thf, bullet possQjy "work- 




in thb 

Pine, M^:r|i^te|n wrote that 
ifere wa^*B ‘*tograiit contra- 
diction" 'hqiwm* the 'autopsy 
repdrt aiid tob^‘|'*.B.L agents’ 
report Mr. Ep$lieln argued that 
"by . viewing the photographs 
the 'contradiction can be re- 
solved once and for all time.' 

According to Volume 2 of the 
Warren Commission documents. 
Dr. Humes reported that X-rsfys 
and photographs hacl been made 
before and during the autopsy. 
He said the physiclan.s study- 
ing the wound in ^ the lower 
posterior .neck of the Presi 
dent" had "e^^amined carefully 
the bony structures in this 
vicinity M well as 'the X-rays, 
to sec if there was any evidence 
lire qr of^^ dqpositipn *of 
' -lenta;". T^cy saw 





The Kennedy X-Rays j 

SIR: .a physician and medical adminifitrator, 1‘ 
ppaaded. by tbe recent .article coqoeming * 
the ''ddwto the Kennedy family of photoorairfis 
^ by the U.$.‘Naval Hospital at Bqj’ ‘ 

“1 autopsy on the late 

^fidy.jjmch records are customarily the proper- 
, ’hospital or medical organization performing 
|ted medical procedure and qacb.hospital must 
T)ripnal of such records in its fil^ except as it 
directed to do otherwise by court a^on. In this 
case, tbew is the additional complication that th^ • 
records were the property of the United States Govern- 
ment and should have b!^n available. to the .Warren) 
Commission in its investigation. : ! 

Ml cannot see that there ip any excuse for the release 
of ihese records by Nayal -authorttijMvtoiheJKennedy . 
familjr ^for that fhmily to place any restrictions on i 
^hefr mfby tbe Fedeijal Goveinjguent, The records of | 
memqimhroceduires,, conducted qt as l^pital under no 
circum8m<»8. Government or belong to the 

family ‘does any hospital adniin|strator have the 
right to qtithorize such release. ^ 

John p 1* Nason, M.D. 

. Kensington. 
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Plv>tognphed 
Dr. Humes' testified . about, 
bruises and discoloration on the 
upper potion of the rlg^t limg 
and reported hat "Kodachrpme 
photographs were made of this 
area, in the interior of the Pres- 
ident's . cheat." . ' 

He testified ‘that th^ black 
and white and toe roloir, nega- 
tives made during the:katop.sy 
werei'not developed before they 
were turned over toXhe Secret 
...... ' 'I 


